ONLY   SMALL   SHIPS   CAN   ENTER   BELIZE   HARBOR

The capital of British. Honduras is Belize, famous as the rendezvous of the buccaneers

who terrorized the Caribbean Sea during a large part of the seventeenth century.   The

reef-bound harbor gave them sure shelter from pursuit, for large ships cannot cross the

reef at all and even the smallest boat will be wrecked without a skillful pilot.

corn provide the staple food of the people.
Cacao plantations flourish, the orange-
yellow pods clustering on each tree trunk,
and coffee berries show red against the
glossy green foliage of the carefully
tended trees. Coffee grows high up the
mountainsides, thriving on the rich vol-
canic- ash which forms much of the soil.
Unless a "fire-mountain" is decidedly ac-
tive, its slopes are* covered with forests
and farms to the very edge of the crater.

One volcano after another lifts its
beautiful cone in the jagged skyline of the
mountain" range. If one should fly from
Mexico City to Panama, one would find
the course sprinkled with volcanic peaks.
The'country-is so rough, mountainous
and Tieavily" wooded that railroad con-
struction, is very difficult and aeroplanes
offer much the easiest means of trans-
portation. Air service is now established
throughout Central" America, and is con-
stantly being improved-. It should have
important effects on all the countries,
bringing villages, which have been practi-
cally isolated in the mountains for cen-
turies, close to civilization. There are
towns where the only way to take any-
thing to market is to carry it, and the
Indians are trained from childhood until
they are able to bear loads of two hundred
pounds tip and down steep trails.

The Indians are descended from dif-
ferent tribes which inhabited the country
in ancient times. The Mayas were the
most remarkable, as they had a great em-
pire in Guatemala, Salvador and parts of
Honduras and Mexico. The jungle now
grows over the massive stone ruins of their
cities, and archaeologists study the carved
inscriptions to discover more of their fas-
cinating history. Other tribes, such as
the Mosquito Indians of the Nicaraguan
coast and the San Bias Indians of Pan-
ama, were much less civilised.

The Spaniards had conquered all these
different peoples by 1524. White men
came as rulers, the Indians were enslaved,
and a mestizo class grew up. (Mestizos,
or ladinos, are of mixed Indian and Eu-
ropean blood.) The Catholic religion
was adopted by the Indians, and the
priests built many a beautiful big church.
Spanish rule lasted about three hundred
years, when Central America revolted
along with 'Mexico. For a time the ter-
ritory (except for Panama) was united,
but after 1839 tne different provinces
separated. Panama was part of the Re-
public of Colombia until 1903, when the
little isthmus state became independent.
All of the tiny republics have suffered
from civil wars and unwise government.
It is very difficult for countries peopled by
28 "'